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Keynote Speaker  
Katherine Chambers, Trans Educator and Activist  

Katherine Chambers is a 21 year old Trans activist and educator based in New York City.  As 

the Youth and LGTBQIA Coordinator for Project Reach NYC, an anti-discrimination 

organization, Katherine leads trainings for government agencies, companies, and faith-based 

communities trying to tackle homophobia and transphobia.  Katherine also serves on the City 

Council’s Young Women’s advisory council and has previously served on Mayor Bill de 

Blasio’s Children’s Cabinet.   Katherine was recently featured in the critically acclaimed 

documentary “Becoming More Visible” by director Pamela French, which follows the lives, 

struggles, and transitions of four young trans people living in New York City.   
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Shivani Dave, FIERCE 

Shivani is a queer, South Asian, 
femme artist and activist from a 
small town outside of 
Poughkeepsie, NY. She attended 
Vassar College in Poughkeepsie 
where she studied Biochemistry, 
Women's Studies and Asian 
Studies. She began organizing 
there around racial profiling and 
sexual and gender based 
violence. She is a writer, a dancer, a reader, an educator, 
an abolitionist, a goddess enthusiast and a passionate 
supporter of radical self love. She dreams of de-
colonizing k-12 curriculum to incorporate more 
interesting methods of learning and to empower 
young folks with the poetry and tools to build the 
revolution. She uses anti-racist, anti-oppression and 
bystander-intervention methodology to build empathy 
and investment. She is thrilled to be working for FIERCE 
as a Youth Organizer and hopes to bring her 
enthusiasm for community building, healing, and 
revolution. 

Shatia Burks,  Girls for  Gender Equity 

Shatia Burks (she, her, we) is a  
member of the New York City 
Council’s Young Women’s 
Advisory Council to the Young 
Women’s Initiative, a $20 million 
public-private partnership for 
girls of color. In this role, she 
serves as a youth expert for the 
Young Woman’s Initiative’s 
Community Support and 

Opportunity which addresses the needs of young 
women and girls living in poverty, including those in 
the foster care system. She also is a youth development 
counselor for Inwood House working primarily with 
runaway and homeless youth in shelter. She is an 
advocate for primarily teen and young parents in New 
York City. Her passion emerges from being a teen 
parent at the age of 19 and the stigma she faced as a 
result. Burks is a woman of many backgrounds but 
loves helping people in lower socioeconomic 
communities excel in any aspect of their lives 

Michelina Ferrara,  Atlas: DIY  

Michelina Ferrara is the daughter of 
immigrants who feels connected to 
legacies of immigration, cultural 
resistance, and community solidarity. 
She has been organizing in her 
community since the age of 14 and 
her fire has only grown since then! 
She believes we need to create the 
community we want to live in and 
has worked to activate revolutionary 

community as an organizer and youth worker for the last 
five years. Her work and activism spans from youth 
incarceration to immigrant justice to maternal health to 
building fierce spaces of sisterhood. As the Deputy 
Director of Atlas: DIY she is excited to build an 
immigrant justice movement that is led and fueled by 
youth voices and power! She currently lives, loves, and 
shouts from Brooklyn where she can be found rocking 
high top sneakers & big earrings. "It is our duty to fight 
for our freedom. It is our duty to win. We must love and 
protect each other. We have nothing to lose but our 
chains.” 

Case Study Presenter Biographies 

Marissa Gutierrez-Vicario ,  ARTE  

Marissa Gutierrez-Vicario is an 
educator, artist, and community 
activist based in New York City 
engaged in human rights work both 
within the United States and abroad. 
Within the United States, she has 
planned and organized service-
learning trips for youth and young 
adults, coordinated events for and 
with youth, and worked 

with community organizers to address violations of 
human rights. Through her work with Art and Resistance 
Through Education (ARTE), as Executive Director, 
Marissa engages and organizes young people around 
human rights through the arts, creativity, and self-
expression. As a graduate of the Harvard Graduate 
School of Education, Marissa has an Ed.M. focusing on 
the Arts in Education. She has also received a MPA, 
focusing on Non-Profit Management and Public Policy 
from the Wagner School of Public Service at New York 
University. 
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Case Study Presenter Biographies (continued) 

Aasma Mehdi, Council of Peoples Organization 

Aasma Mehdi graduated from Pace 

University with her Masters of Science in 

Mental Health Counseling. She is in the 

Doctorate Program of Mental Health 

Counseling at Pace University. Mrs. Mehdi 

started off as a volunteer at COPO after 

the 9/11 attacks to assist many Muslim 

youth who were facing discrimination. In 

her volunteer efforts she also helped to 

put together youth programs to prevent 

youths to go astray. At the time, many 

Muslim youth, were being isolated within their peer-groups. 

Because of her volunteer efforts Mrs. Mehdi was given a 

project to arrange youth volunteers and organize Iftar 

dinners in the five boroughs. The Iftars became a focal point 

of addressing Muslim concerns throughout the boroughs: 

whether it was Muslim holidays or whether it was for bullying 

issues. Later, she was the lead youth organizer for the FBI 

Youth Career Day which is in its 7th annual year. Her volunteer 

efforts afforded her a position in COPO when Super Storm 

Sandy hit. She quickly moved from a case manager to a 

supervisory position due to her organizing skills. Currently, Mrs. Mehdi is the Director of Programs at COPO handling the, Domestic 

Violence Program, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, Health Insurance Program, the Youth Empowerment Program and 

the SONYC program at Razi School (Queens). Mrs. Mehdi runs leadership groups at Razi School with their Middle School students. 

She has worked hard towards earning a facilitator role in Alternatives Violence Project. Within her leadership groups she is able to 

examine how justice, prejudice, frustration and anger may lead to aggressive behavior and violence. She helps students explore 

their innate power to respond in new and creative ways. She seeks to assist people in personal growth and change. Later on this 

year, Mrs. Mehdi will be presenting at the Muslim Mental Health Annual Conference in Michigan. Mrs. Mehdi’s future plan is to 

publish research and to become a competent Licensed Mental Health Counselor and continue assisting the community including 

the youth efficiently.  

Sarika Kumar, Girls for Gender Equity  

Sarika Kumar (she/her) is the daughter 

of Punjabi immigrants. She is a recent 

Barnard College graduate and the co-

founder of South Asian Feminism(s) 

Alliance (SAFA) and former co-president 

of Columbia University Sewa, a Sikh-

based social justice and community 

service organization. Her background in 

facilitation, mentoring, and organizing 

is rooted in gender and racial justice. She is currently one of 

the Program Coordinators for the Young Women's Advisory 

Council and is dedicated to building community through 

youth-led organizing and accessible political education. 

Sarika values the power and impact of affirming and 

intersectional spaces that center healing, growth, and lived 

experience.  

Annette Harewood,   

NYC Commission on Human Rights  

Ms. Harewood has been with the 

NYC Commission on Human Rights 

since 1992. Currently she is an 

Associate Human Rights Specialist 

working in the Commission’s 

Community Relations Bureau. Ms. 

Harewood has conducted 

numerous workshops/trainings for 

constituents, schools, and community based 

organizations on various areas of the NYC Human Rights 

Law. The Commission on Human Rights is committed to 

fostering positive inter-group relations among the city’s 

diverse communities and preventing discrimination 

through advocacy and law enforcement. 

Abraham Tejeda, NYC Commission on Human Rights  

Abraham Tejeda is an Associate Human 

Rights Specialist at the NYC Commission 

on Human Rights. Abraham started his 

career at the Commission in its 

discrimination testing program, where 

he participated in hundreds of 

investigations. Following that, he joined 

the Community Relations Bureau (CRB) 

of the Commission and has been 

engaged in nearly all of the CRB 

programs, including Peer Mediation, 

Fair Housing, Project Equal Access, and Re-entry. Through this 

work he has facilitated hundreds of workshops on the Human 

Rights Law for a variety of audiences including: community 

based organizations, legal and nonprofit staff, tenant 

organizations, small businesses, and immigrant communities. 

  

Abraham is a graduate of Baruch College, where he obtained a 

Bachelors in Business Administration with a concentration in 

Human Resources. 
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Christopher Auguste, Kramer Levin Naftalis & 

Frankel LLP 

Mr. Auguste focuses his practice 

on corporate and securities law, 

with particular emphasis on 

private placement or public 

offering of debt and equity 

securities. He represents 

underwriters and issuers in initial 

and secondary public offerings. 

He represents private investment 

funds in their investment in public and private companies 

and investment banks in structuring PIPEs, CMPOs, ATMs, 

shelf offerings and equity line transactions. He represents 

private investment funds and funds of funds regarding 

their structure and formation and provides advice and 

analysis in connection with their portfolio investments. 

He also represents financial institutions and corporate 

clients in secured loan transactions and acquisition 

financings and has counseled corporate clients in debt 

restructuring. Mr. Auguste has served as a YouthBridge-

NY Board Member since 2009.  

Ivy Cohen, Ivy Cohen Corporate Communications Inc. 

Ivy has spent more than 20 years advising companies and executives on how to build their reputations 

across the U.S. and around the globe. She is an accomplished executive and small business owner, as 

well as a results-oriented civic leader and sought-after speaker and moderator. Ivy brings large 

corporate experience and entrepreneurship to advise significant private and public clients to capture 

opportunities and confront challenges. She has worked with prestigious marketing and 

communications partners like Procter & Gamble, DHL, Frito Lay, KEEN, Lawrence Berkeley National 

Laboratory, Kaplan Higher Education, Digitas Health, the National Football League, MGM Studios and 

Kraft Foods. For 10 years she served as CEO of the nation’s prominent youth empowerment and drug 

abuse prevention organization, "Just Say No" International. Under her leadership more than one 

million youth in 50 states and 12 countries participated in school- and community-based state-of-the-

art programs, including its landmark program: YOUTH POWER. Her civic leadership was recognized by PENCIL with its 

2009 Innovative Partnership Award for her collaboration with P.S. 247 to create the groundbreaking College Partnership 

Program™ for an elementary school in a low-income immigrant community of Brooklyn. Ivy has served on the Board of 

Directors of YouthBridge-NY since 2005, chairing its strategic planning and program committees. Under her leadership 

the organization rolled out its second generation teen fellowship program and established ongoing evaluation as a tool 

for continual program improvement. She was recognized for her contributions with the organization’s 2012 Community 

Service Award. She has a BA from UC Berkeley and an MBA from Georgetown University. 

Skill-Building Facilitator Biographies  

Heather Day, Crown Heights Community Mediation 

Center  
Heather Day is the Associate 

Director of Youth and Community 

programs at the Crown Heights 

Community Mediation Center. 

Heather oversees Youth Organizing 

to Save Our Streets (YO S.O.S.), a 

program that trains young people to 

be leaders in the anti-violence 

movement. In this role, Heather 

leads workshops on conflict de-escalation, violence and 

trauma, anti-oppression, community organizing, college 

and career readiness, and arts as a tool for social change. 

Previously, Heather worked for Citizen Schools New York, 

teaching middle school enrichment in Brooklyn, and 

supporting volunteer recruitment and curriculum 

development for all New York City partner schools. 

Heather earned a BA in American Studies from 

Connecticut College and a Master’s of Social Work from 

Fordham University. Heather is continually inspired by 

the youth and community residents with whom she 

works. She believes that young people have powerful 

voices and unique insight to share with the world, and 

loves seeing youth in the spotlight. 
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Alli Lesovoy, Repair the World  
Alli is a San Francisco Bay Area 

native and the NYC Engagement 

Associate at Repair the World. Her 

participation and leadership at URJ 

Camp Newman, Peninsula Temple 

Beth El, the Jewish Community 

Teen Foundations, the San Francisco Diller Teen 

Fellowship, North American Federation of Temple Youth 

(NFTY), Sigma Alpha Epsilon Pi, and Hillel sparked and 

expanded her passion for social action within a Jewish 

context. After serving as a Cohort 1 Repair the World Fellow 

in Baltimore, she helped launch the program in NYC, 

focusing on education justice partnerships as one of two 

Repair the World: NYC Site Development fellows and was 

then hired on as the NYC Engagement Associate. She was a 

member of the We Are All Brooklyn Fellowship 2015-2016 

and she is currently a part of the M2 The Institute for 

Experiential Jewish Education’s Senior Educators Cohort 1. 

Along with being an avid social justice activist, Alli is also a 

lover of all things cat-related. 

Skill-Building Facilitator Biographies  (continued) 

Shivang Patel,  Global Nomads Group 

Shivang is always seeking ways to expand his mind, challenge his perspective, and cultivate 

his creativity. While on a five-month solo trip through Europe and Africa to do the 

aforementioned, he learned of Global Nomads Group’s work to foster cross-cultural learning 

and dialogue amongst youth around the world. The son of immigrants and an avid 

traveler, Shivang has been exposed to different cultures and peoples since childhood. This 

made GNG a perfect fit for the start of Shivang’s professional career. While studying 

neuroscience at The Ohio State University, Shivang curated TEDxOhioStateUniversity, 

engaged with the global TEDx community, and collaborated with Columbus, Ohio businesses. These opportunities 

gave Shivang exposure and experience that grew into a passion for event-planning, fundraising, and development 

work.  

While not at work or cheering for his beloved Buckeyes, Shivang is doing anything that involves food, travel, 

photography, or any combination of the three. 

 

Francesca Freeman ,  Social Sciences Research 

Council 
Francesca Freeman is a program 

assistant for the Next Generation 

Social Sciences in Africa Program at 

the Social Science Research Council. 

She graduated from the University 

of Chicago with a BA in 

anthropology and comparative race 

and ethnic studies and a minor in 

human rights. At the University of Chicago, she 

focused on conflict studies and early warning signs 

of genocide. She has previously worked for The 

Aegis Trust in Rwanda working on international 

grassroots mobilization against genocide and mass 

atrocities. While at the University of Chicago, she 

worked for STAND: the Student-Led Movement to 

End Mass Atrocities as the head of grassroots 

organizing for the Midwest during the 2014-2015 

academic year, and as the Student Director during 

the 2015-2016 academic year.  
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YouthBridge-NY would like to thank all those who made the  

Leaders to Leaders Youth Summit possible: 

Keynote Speaker 

Katherine Chambers, Trans Activist and Educator 

Workshop Presenters and Facilitators 

Christopher Auguste, Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP 

Shatia Burks, Girls for Gender Equity 

Ivy Cohen, Ivy Cohen Corporate Communications, Inc. 

Shivani Dave, FIERCE 

Heather Day, Crown Heights Community Mediation Center 

Michelina Ferrara, Atlas: DIY 

Francesca Freeman, Social Science Research Council 

Marissa A. Gutierrez-Vicario, ARTE 

Annette Harewood, NYC Commission on Human Rights 

Sarika Kumar, Girls for Gender Equity 

Alli Lesovoy, Repair the World  

Aasma Mehdi, Council of Peoples Organization 

Shivang Patel, Global Nomads Group 

Abraham Tejeda,  NYC Commission on Human Rights  

YouthBridge-NY Board Members 

Christopher Auguste 

Claudia Baldonedo 

Martin Bienenstock 

Ivy Cohen 

Suzanne R. Davidowitz 

Pamela Fisher 

Charlotte K. Frank 

Marsha Haygood 

Joel Levy 

Patricia McGann 

Michael S. Miller 

Rose Pinero 

Mohammad Razvi 

Fatima Shama 

Lynn D. Sherman 

Abenaa Udochi 

Elizabeth Velez 

Jason Williams 

YouthBridge-NY Staff 

Thanks to News Corp  and Tiger Baron Foundation for sponsoring the Youth Summit 

Thanks to UJA-Federation of NY for generously providing conference space 

Thanks to Jewish Community Relations Council of NY for staffing the event 

Thanks to the YouthBridge-NY Fellows and Bridgers in blue shirts for volunteering at the event 

Bob Kaplan 

Founding Director 

Karen Lander 

Managing Director 

Rebecca Abrams              

Program Coordinator 

YouthBridge-NY is managed by the Center for Community Leadership at the Jewish Community 

Relations Council of New York. The JCRC is a proud partner  of UJA-Federation of NY. 

Mitchell Harris  

Social Work Intern               


