
Abisola Akinfenwa 

School 
Manhattan Center for Science and Mathematics 

Favorite Book/Movie/TV show 
Favorite book: Kindred 

Favorite family/cultural tradition 
In my Nigerian culture the food is my favorite and the music that 
they make. 

I'm most excited about YouthBridge because... 
I get to be surrounded by teenagers that are going to be doing 
great things with me in our city. 
 

Who is your greatest role model, and how is that 
person a leader? 
My role model is my cousin because she is the first born of four kids who was able to go ahead and lead 
the greatest example for all of us in succeeding her goals 

The best thing about NYC's diversity                                                                               
You get the best of every culture in one city and you learn something new every day. 

 

Alyssa Garraway 

School 
Astor Collegiate Academy 

Favorite Book/Movie/TV show            
The Maze Runner series/ Sherk and Rise of the Guardians / Pretty 
Little Liars 

Favorite family/cultural tradition 
My favorite family tradition appears around Christmas time. My family 
and I would put up the tree, decorate it, and then we would eat a 
Guyanese dish called pepper pot. It consists of different meats and 
has a sauce to die for, it goes good with bread. I love doing this with 
my family because we bond and laugh a lot while we eat and open 
presents. 

I'm most excited about YouthBridge because... 
By joining I will be able to have long discussions about what's going 
on in our diverse world. Also I would get to hear what other people 
have to say and get to hear their opinion on certain topics. Finally it 
will give me the opportunity to meet new people. 

Who is your greatest role model, and how is that person a leader? 
My role models in life are my sister and my mom because they both work very hard. They know how to 
appreciate the little things in life and don't take anything for granted. They are kind and loving, also they 



help lead me down the right path of life and for that they are my role models.  

 

The best thing about NYC's diversity 
The best thing about the diversity in NYC is that it's everywhere. No matter where you go diversity is 
always there and it's not a bad thing, with diversity comes cultural diffusion. We gain new languages, new 
food, new clothing styles, etc. There is always something new you could learn because of diversity and 
that's the best thing about it.  

 

 

Amy Ren 

School 
Stuyvesant High School 

Favorite Book/Movie/TV show            
The Fault in Our Stars/HSM (all 3 are equally my favorites)/Jane 
the Virgin 

Favorite family/cultural tradition 
Thanksgiving dinner is always super fun because we spend the 
entire day cooking and babysitting the turkey. It's also a day that 
represents the blending of both our Chinese and American 
traditions which means a lot to me. 

I'm most excited about YouthBridge because... 
I can't wait to meet people from all over NYC and hear their perspectives on the different social issues we 
see in the city. I'm also looking forward to improving my communication and leadership skills and I know 
that not only will YouthBridge provide me with opportunities to build upon these things but it will also 
introduce me to amazing people I can connect and work together with. 

Who is your greatest role model, and how is that person a leader? 
Someone I really look up to is my track captain, Sharon. Last year she was able to balance extracurricular 
activities, leading a team, school, and SATs while maintaining the smile on her face every day. She works 
hard and stays that way no matter what obstacle is shoved in her path and I really hope to resemble her 
someday. 

The best thing about NYC's diversity 
There aren't a lot of places where you can walk down the sidewalk and see a variety of color, ethnicity, 
and style. You can interact with, in a sense, every nook and cranny of the world and experience their 
cultures whether it be through fashion, stories, or food. And I think that's the coolest thing ever. 

 

  



Ashley Bisram  

School 
Queens High School for the Sciences at York College 

Favorite Book/Movie/TV show 
1984 

Favorite family/cultural tradition   
My favorite cultural tradition is tassa, a type of drum, being 
played around the time of a Indo-Caribbean Hindu wedding. 
Whenever tassa is playing, everyone seems to have more 
fun, and there's definitely a lot more dancing! 

I'm most excited about YouthBridge because... 
I want to further develop my leadership skill set in order to 
make a difference in the different communities I am a part of 
and help other communities as well. 

Who is your greatest role model, and how is that person a leader? 
My greatest role model is my older sister, Lakshmi, since she takes it upon herself to educate the people 
around her when something socially inapt is said or discussed. She not only has opened my eyes through 
doing this, but also has done the same for others. 

The best thing about NYC's diversity 
The best thing about NYC’s diversity is that I'm able to learn about so many different cultures and types of 
experiences from the primary source itself. The diversity of NYC makes everything a lot more interesting, 
especially when I share similar experiences with someone of an entirely different background than myself. 

 

Ayelet Kalfus 

School 
SAR High School 

Favorite Book/Movie/TV show 
Miracle on 34th Street 

Favorite family/cultural tradition   
Each Spring, on the night of Passover, my family joins together for a 
Seder. A tenet of Judaism, the Seder is a gathering dedicated to 
retelling our liberation from slavery. The focus is on allowing the next 
generation, my cousins and I, to engage in the rituals and ask questions. 
I love hearing each member of my family share their understandings and 
insights. This past year, our Seder lasted until 3:30 in the morning!                                                                       
 
I'm most excited about YouthBridge because... 
I'm most excited to get to know all of the unique and diverse fellows. 

Who is your greatest role model, and how is that person 
a leader? 
My greatest role model would be one of my parents, but I can't say 
which one, because, as of now, they both think they're the favorite. 
 



Jokes aside, my mom is definitely a strong role model. She is simultaneously creative and logical. Her 
approach to life reflects this duality; she clearly distinguishes the right from the wrong, yet maintains 
empathy and compassion for others. 
 
On the other hand, I find my dad's kindness and desire to do the right thing inspiring. A natural social 
butterfly, his warmth and genuine interest in others' well-being help him make friends wherever he goes. 

The best thing about NYC's diversity 
Living in such a diverse city enables us to grow and learn from each other. We live in a global city, 
allowing us to develop understandings of a variety of different cultures. 

 

Bilitte Mana 

School 
Bronx Health Sciences High School 

Favorite Book/Movie/TV show 
Greys anatomy 

Favorite family/cultural tradition 
My favorite family tradition would be waiting up on New Year’s with 
my family in the living room and eating a whole lot of junk food and 
waiting for the New Year together, as well as afterwards making corny jokes about last year for the first 
thirty minutes. 

I'm most excited about YouthBridge because... 
I’m excited to be a part of YouthBridge because it will allow me to grow as a person and actually see 
diversity and speak about issues that happen in our communities that I used to be oblivious to 

Who is your greatest role model, and how is that person a leader? 
I would consider my greatest role model to be Olivia Pope from Scandal, although she is a television 
show character, I see her as a role model because she is a young black female that is educated and has 
worked her way up to be very successful, despite various obstacles and stereotypes . Olivia can be seen 
as a leader because she somehow always takes charge of a situation and is able to come up with 
solution on the spot. 

The best thing about NYC's diversity 
The best thing about the diversity in NYC is that groups of people from various backgrounds are able to 
come together and mix into one area, and still be able to showcase their own culture with no problem, as 
opposed to areas outside of NYC. 

Brittany Mendoza 

School 
Midwood High School 

Favorite Book/Movie/TV show 
The Ultimate Sacrafice by Talia Jager/ How to Train Your Dragon/ Once Upon a 
Time 



Favorite family/cultural tradition 
My favorite family tradition is watching the Independence Day fireworks. This is an occasion that no 
matter where my family and I are in the world we can enjoy it at the same time. 

I'm most excited about YouthBridge because... 
I will be able to meet a variety of teen leaders who might have the same interests as me. I also might gain 
some new leadership skills of my own. 

Who is your greatest role model, and how is that person a leader? 
My greatest role model is my mom. She keeps me from doing anything wrong. She has also made 
countless sacrifices so that I will have a good education. Moreover, her personality shines in public as 
she can make friends with anyone she talks to and brighten their day. 

The best thing about NYC's diversity 
The best thing is that you can find almost every culture without traveling far and be able to experience 
what their cultures and traditions are like. The variety of food made from things I never would have 
imagined are also great. 
 

 

Caden Macdonald 

School 
NYC iSchool 

Favorite Book/Movie/TV show 
The Color Purple/The Blind Side/Grey's Anatomy 

Favorite family/cultural tradition 
It's hard to find the time, but at least once a week we will have a 
family dinner and we all go around and say our highs and lows of the day. It's nice to just sit down and 
enjoy each other's company and catch up after a long day. 

I'm most excited about YouthBridge because... 
It will give me the opportunity to meet new people and gain more leadership skills. 

Who is your greatest role model, and how is that person a leader? 
Jennifer Lawrence is one of my greatest role models because not only is she an amazing successful 
actress, but I admire how relatable she is and how she keeps it real and is completely herself. Even 
though she is not the only one who has done this, I think that Jennifer Lawrence is a leader because of 
how she has spoken up and started discussions about sexism in the film industry. 

The best thing about NYC's diversity 
The best thing about NYC's diversity is that every day you get to see and meet people from so many 
different cultures and backgrounds and you get to learn more about them. 
 
 

  



Ceyda Guleryuz 

School 
Princeton High School 

Favorite Book/Movie/TV show 
The Book Thief 

Favorite family/cultural tradition 
Bayram: a religious celebration. This is a time of the year when Muslims 
wear new clothes and get ready to meet at the mosque in the early 
morning, and everyone prays to God respectfully. Then young people 
visits the old and old people give candies or money to kids. 

I'm most excited about YouthBridge because... 
Even in our first meeting we learned a lot about how to become an understanding and respectful leader. 

Who is your greatest role model, and how is that person a leader? 
My father. He is the most understanding, most respectful, and most friendly person in the world. He is the 
leader of my family. He leads so well, and doesn't matter how old you are, he listens your problems as if 
you are the same age as him. He respects everyone's thoughts. He has a lot of friends from all different 
parts of society. He finds solutions to the hardest problems. He is not only my hero but also the hero of 
everyone in my family. 

The best thing about NYSC's diversity 
There are a lot of people from different roots and religions living in peace and respect. 

 

Charlize Marinez 

School 
Astor Collegiate Academy 

Favorite Book/Movie/TV show 
F.A.I.T.H / Stardust / It's Okay That's Love 

Favorite family/cultural tradition 
For as long as I could remember one of the best family/cultural 
traditions that I get overly excited for is "La Noche Buena" also known 
as Christmas Eve. On this day, my mother invites the whole family over 
for a dinner with tons of yummy foods, chats, music, and laughter. Afterward, everyone gathers in the 
family room with drinks in hand as the elderly share their jokes, wisdom, and childhood stories to remind 
us how privileged we actually are. 

I'm most excited about YouthBridge because... 
The anticipation that Youthbridge has created in the pit of my stomach is waiting to erupt! I am ecstatic to 
meet all of the fellows and bridgers and staff members. As well as experience everything that Youthbridge 
has to offer because imagining all of the fun that will happen is giving me anxiety. 

Who is your greatest role model, and how is that person a leader? 
My answer to this question will forever remain the same... my dearest mother is my role model, idol, best 
friend, and overall leader. She has been through so much and is the true definition of a trooper. 
Throughout the years my mother has unfortunately experienced a divorce, the passing of her father, and 



many other drastic changes that made her stronger as a person. As I witnessed this, my character 
evolved and I am proud of the person my mother has become. 

The best thing about NYC's diversity 
New York City has countless opportunities and unlimited possibilities. This includes the foods that vary, 
the exposure to music other than pop and r&b, exotic dances, and much more. People appreciate NYC 
because it is so open to everyone's diversity and it is a place where everybody is welcomed no matter the 
culture, and beliefs. 
 

 

Christy Atangana 

School 
Eleanor Roosevelt High School 

 
Favorite Book/Movie/TV show  
Empire 
 

Favorite family/cultural tradition 
My favorite family tradition is having dinner together. Everyone in my 
family is very busy and has their own schedules, but, when we take the time to have dinner together, it is 
refreshing. It is a reminder of how close we are even though we all have very busy lives. 
 

I'm most excited about YouthBridge because... 
I get to meet kids from different schools, different walks of life. YouthBridge provides the opportunity for 
kids to make new friends and collaborate with all different types of people. 
 

Who is your greatest role model, and how is that person a leader? 
My greatest role model, besides my mom, is Beyoncé. She is very inspiration and the way she is a leader 
is that she sets a great examples for others, especially women. She encourages people to know that they 
can succeed in anything that they want. Also, she is very humble; she knows she has talents and gifts, 
but she uses these gifts in a way that makes the lives of others improve. She is very driven, but she 
knows how to work with others, which is important for a leader to do. 
 

The best thing about NYC's diversity 
The best thing about NYC's diversity is that because NYC is so diverse, there are a lot more open-minded 
people. When people are open-minded, they are willing to work with others to make the community and 
the world surrounding them a better place for everyone. Also, NYC's diversity gives people a chance to 
lean about different cultures and religions. 

 

 
 
  



Davida Krauss 

School 
SAR High School 

Favorite Book/Movie/TV show                                                                            
My favorite book is We Were Liars, favorite movie is a Few Good Men 
and favorite show is Grey's Anatomy 

Favorite family/cultural tradition 
I really enjoy my family's weekly Friday night dinner. It's a really nice 
family bonding time experience after an often hectic week, and the 
chicken soup my mom makes is my favorite! 

I'm most excited about YouthBridge because... 
I can't wait to meet and befriend really interesting and special people from 
all over NYC. I would love to learn more about other people's backgrounds, cultures, hobbies etc. 

Who is your greatest role model, and how is that person a leader? 
My greatest role models are my parents. They are both tremendous leaders in the community, each in 
their own way. Through their actions they teach me how to behave, in addition to parenting me with 
constant love, understanding, patience and guidance. 

The best thing about NYC's diversity 
The best thing about NYC's diversity is the palpable sense of community through differences. The 
numerous cultures, religions, foods, art, music, languages and backgrounds characterize the greater NYC 
community. 

 

 

 

Dell Wednesdae Tangente 

School 
Astor Collegiate Academy 

Favorite Book/Movie/TV show 
Diary of A Wimpy Kid Series/ Every Child is Special also 
known as Taare Zameen Par/ F.R.I.E.N.D.S and Full House 

Favorite family/cultural tradition 
My favorite family tradition is when the whole family goes to 
church every Sunday. Spending time with my family in a place 
that is sacred and is holy is what I think is the best family 
tradition there is. We are able to pray and worship and release all the negativity that we had throughout 
the whole week, all together. Just as what my parents always say "the family that prays together, stays 
together" 

I'm most excited about YouthBridge because... 
I am excited to meet new people that have different backgrounds, cultures and ethnicities than me.  At the 
same time, I am also excited to share my personal views and experiences. 



Who is your greatest role model, and how is that person a leader?’ 
My greatest role models are my teachers. Teachers not only teach but they also guide at the same time. 
They also encourage their students to try and do their best. And that's why I think that they are also great 
leaders because they possess all the personality traits a leader should have, which is to be someone that 
motivates and inspires rather than someone that just sits and demands. 

The best thing about NYC's diversity 
The best thing about NYC's diversity is that you are not only privileged to witness and see the one of a 
kind beauty of each single person in New York, but you also able to learn and experience a lot of things 
that you have never in your life would've imagined to encounter. 
 

 

Eliyakol Djokoto 

School 
Astor Collegiate Academy 

Favorite Book/Movie/TV show 
My favorite book is Lady Midnight by Cassandra Clare, my favorite movie is 
Me Before You and my favorite TV show is shadowhunters. 

Favorite family/cultural tradition   

My favorite family tradition is visiting family members during the summer and 
holidays. 

I'm most excited about YouthBridge because... 
I'm most excited about YouthBridge because I'll get to meet a lot of diverse 
people and I will be able to learn more about other people's cultures. 

Who is your greatest role model, and how is that person a leader? 
My greatest role model is my mother. She works hard so I can have a good education and live a good life. 
I consider her a leader because she does not follow the crowd. She does what she thinks is right and not 
what everybody is doing. 

The best thing about NYC's diversity 
The best thing about New York's diversity is that it gives you the opportunity to meet and learn about 
people who are very different from you. 

 

 

Ellery Weiner  

School 
Bronx HS of Science 

Favorite Book/Movie/TV show   

Olive's Ocean/School of Rock/Friends 

Favorite family/cultural tradition 
My favorite family tradition is traveling together 



I'm most excited about YouthBridge because... 
I'm most excited about meeting interesting people 

Who is your greatest role model, and how is that person a leader? 
My greatest role model is my sister, Cara. She is very driven, smart, successful, and makes me laugh. 
She is a leader because she creates a path for me and my other sister to follow, and she is very caring. 

The best thing about NYC's diversity 
Is being able to learn about other cultures 
 
 
 
 
Ishika Kasliwal 

School 
High School of American Studies at Lehman College 

Favorite Book/Movie/TV show 
The Glass Castle/Safe Haven/Game of Thrones 

Favorite family/cultural tradition   

My favorite cultural tradition is when my family and I light lamps on Diwali, and 
place them all around the house. We do this as a family, and it brings light 
and happiness into our home. 

I'm most excited about YouthBridge because... 
I love to meet new people and discuss topics I am extremely passionate 
about. YouthBridge seems like a great opportunity to broaden my horizons 
and learn more about the culture of New York, as well as to express my 
opinion in a open and mindful environment. 

Who is your greatest role model, and how is that person a leader? 
My greatest role model is my older sister, Dipika. She is an open and welcoming person who is extremely 
passionate about everything she pursues, and gives 100% on everything no matter what. She is a leader 
because she inspires people to reach their full potential, and always supports people when they are out of 
their comfort zone. Her thoughtful and outgoing personality makes her a great leader and role model. 

The best thing about NYC's diversity 
The best thing is that every person you meet in NYC will always have something new and interesting 
about themselves that no one else in the city has. NYC's diversity allows me to meet people nothing like 
myself, which always gives me new ideas about the world. 
 
 

Jaclyn Wildes 

School 
The Ramaz School 
 
Favorite Book/Movie/TV show 
Gossip girl 



Favorite family/cultural tradition   

Shabbat, my family always has family time whether at dinner or just hanging out we're all together with no 
distractions 

I'm most excited about YouthBridge because... 
I'm excited to make new friends and explore other parts of the city that I've never seen 

Who is your greatest role model, and how is that person a leader? 
My greatest role model is my dad, Michael Wildes. He is always willing to help people, no matter what 
their background is or what time of day it is.  
 
I would say he is a leader because he was the mayor of Englewood, my hometown, for 11 years. He was 
also a police man, is part of the volunteer ambulance, Hatzolah, and every day he brings diversity into 
America by being an immigration lawyer. 

The best thing about NYC's diversity 
I think the best thing about NYC's diversity is that it's good to be different. You can walk around and be 
you, not someone fake, and that is accepted because everyone is so diverse from each other. 

 

Jada Lindo 

School 
Pelham Prep Academy 

Favorite Book/Movie/TV show   

Kenan & Kel 

Favorite family/cultural tradition  
My favorite family tradition is our summer gathering at the FDR 
Park. I love to see all of my relatives come out and we bring all 
different types of food, play music, sports, and have a good time 
together. This has been a long-standing tradition within the Lindo 
family. This is a highly anticipated event as I get to hang a day of 
fun and activities with my extended family and friends.  
 
I'm most excited about YouthBridge because... 
I am most excited about YouthBridge because I will get to meet new people from different backgrounds 
and see how we can all converge. I believe it will be a great opportunity to collaborate with the other 
fellows. 

Who is your greatest role model, and how is that person a leader? 
My greatest role model is Michelle Obama because she is such an active listener, as well as a good 
communicator.  She is able to hear out to the problems that we face in the country and is able to address 
these issues in some form. 

 

The best thing about NYC's diversity 
The best thing about NYC's diversity is that I get a glimpse of everyone's culture and backgrounds, 
whether it be through art, music, fashion, or photography. I really enjoy learning about diversity and 
cultures. NYC's diversity inspires me to travel the world when I get older. 

 
  



Jared Lopez 

School 
NY Harbor School 

Favorite Book/Movie/TV show 
Arrow 
Favorite family/cultural tradition 
Every year for on Christmas, my favorite family tradition is to watch 
the movie "A Christmas Story". We usually watch it late in the day. 

I'm most excited about YouthBridge because... 
I want to meet people, hopefully make new friends and improve on 
my Leadership Skills 

Who is your greatest role model, and how is that person a leader? 
My greatest role model is Steve Jobs. He was able to lead Apple in making his vision a reality. 

 

The best thing about NYC's diversity 
New York City hosts parades from many diverse groups. Through celebrating the different cultures we 
can learn about each other 
 
 

Jessica Sun  

School 
Stuyvesant High School 

Favorite Book/Movie/TV show  
1984 

Favorite family/cultural tradition 
My family has a lot of traditions but my favorite family tradition is 
something that happens daily, eating dinner together. No matter 
how late my mother, father, or I arrive home; we always wait for 
each other to be together at the dinner table. We enjoy our meal 
together and talk about our day. 

I'm most excited about YouthBridge because... 
I am most excited about YouthBridge because I will get to meet new people and understand more of what 
is happening in our communities! 



Who is your greatest role model, and how is that person a leader? 
My greatest role model is my history teacher, Ms. Madden. She is a leader because she spreads her love 
and knowledge to the whole class and she also cares about every single student and encourages us to 
participate and study hard! 
 
The best thing about NYC's diversity 
The best thing about NYC's diversity is that you get to meet new people every day and experience all the 
different cultures all around you. In every neighborhood, there would be many different types of food you 
can try out, varying from the American fast food to halal to Italian food, Chinese food... The options are 
endless, so are the cultural celebrations! You are able to learn so much about and from the people 
around you. 
 

Margalit (Maggie) Braginsky 

School 
Academy for Careers in Television and Film 

Favorite Book/Movie/TV show 
Bob's Burgers 

Favorite family/cultural tradition   

Getting to see my giant family when we have family reunions upstate. 

I'm most excited about YouthBridge because... 
I am most excited about Youth Bridge because it provides the opportunity to make a difference in my own 
city. 

Who is your greatest role model, and how is that person a leader? 
My greatest role model (right now) is Hillary Clinton. She inspires me to be whatever I want when I grow 
up. She has become the first women to be nominated for a major party. I believe she is a leader because 
she follows her principles. 

The best thing about NYC's diversity 
The best thing about NYC's diversity is my group of friends. In my very close friend group of five girls and 
one boy we are all different. One girl is from Ecuador, another is from Mexico, my friend Talia is 6'3" and 
amazing at basketball, Kiana is the funniest person you will ever meet, Devin is Puerto Rican and the first 
friend I made that lives in the Bronx and me, short white Jewish girl that has the best group of friends. 
 
 

  



Markia Neufville  

School 
The Bronx School for Law, Government and Justice 

Favorite Book/Movie/TV show 
Teen Wolf and The Originals 

Favorite family/cultural tradition   

My entire family always comes over to my grandmother's house to celebrate 
Thanksgiving and ring in the holidays together. 

I'm most excited about YouthBridge because... 
I get an opportunity to meet and learn from other teens across the city who are from 
different backgrounds than I am. 

Who is your greatest role model, and how is that person a leader? 
My Father is my greatest role model because he inspires me to work hard to achieve my goals in life. He 
is a leader because when in difficult situations he always takes charge and remains calm. He never 
judges or criticizes another person based on their mistakes. 

The best thing about NYC's diversity 
NYC is filled with people from all around the world. The best thing about this diversity is that it is 
embraced by those living in the city. 
 

Matthew Roberts 

School 
Williamsburg Preparatory 

Favorite Book/Movie/TV show 
Perks of Being a Wallflower 

Favorite family/cultural tradition   

On Christmas, my family and I go to our cousin's house and celebrate 
Christmas with family, and see the growth that made over the past year. 

I'm most excited about YouthBridge because...  
I get to meet new people with different or similar point of view on life and knowing what they and others to 
accomplish 

Who is your greatest role model, and how is that person a leader? 
Nikki Vaynshteyn, because she thinks that everybody is entitled to their own opinion, but they need to 
have evidence to back their opinion up. She demonstrates leadership because she doesn't let people rule 
her over she thinks that everybody can be leaders if you just hear their voice. 

The best thing about NYC's diversity 
That you get a taste of different cultures, if you want to try some authentic Chinese food you can go to 
china town and try it there. 
 



Michael Zheng  

School 
Stuyvesant High School 

Favorite Book/Movie/TV show 
What If? 

Favorite family/cultural tradition   

The big family dinner during the holidays. 

I'm most excited about YouthBridge because... 
I can learn more about being a leader. 

Who is your greatest role model, and how is that person a leader? 
Michael Phelps, he was able to be very triumphant over everyone in this year’s Olympics, and I am 
inspired by his dedication and hard work. 
 

The best thing about NYC's diversity 
I can be exposed to all kinds of people. 
 
 

Netanel Kamel 

School 
Ramaz Upper School 

Favorite Book/Movie/TV show 
The Black List 

Favorite family/cultural tradition 
My favorite family/cultural tradition is sitting down every Friday 
night all together for Shabbat dinner. It’s a time in which my 
family can really connect with each other while we disconnect 
from our cellphones and other electronic devices. 

I'm most excited about YouthBridge because... 
I can't wait to meet many new people. I am very used to having friends with the same cultural 
background, so it’s very exciting to actually meet and become friends with people who come from many 
different places. I can't wait to work with them in workshops! 

Who is your greatest role model, and how is that person a leader? 
My greatest role models are my parents. When they first came to America, they didn't speak a word of 
English and had a very minimal education. By working for years they were able to learn the language and 
create a family. People tend to take their education and resources for granted. My parents had to work 
very hard to get a job and make a living for me and my entire family. 



The best thing about NYC's diversity 
The best thing about NYC's diversity is that it’s EVERYWHERE. Although I am stuck in a private school 
for most of my day (with friends of similar backgrounds), as soon as I walk out of the building, the 
environment around immediately changes. Everyone is just different. It does not matter where you came 
from, the way that you dress, or the way that you look because everyone is different and unique. 

 

Nickala Stephens                                                        

School 
Brooklyn Institute for Liberal Arts  

Favorite Book/Movie/TV show 
Grey’s Anatomy 

Favorite family/cultural tradition 
My favorite cultural tradition is the night before Christmas 
everyone goes to the town and hang out with friends and family 
and meet new people. 

I'm most excited about YouthBridge because... 
I will be able to meet people from different backgrounds and work together with them within a diverse 
community. 

Who is your greatest role model, and how is that person a leader? 
Malala Yousafzai is my greatest role model because she did a powerful thing for the females and fighting 
for them to get an education. 

The best thing about NYC's diversity 
That you’re able to see and learn new things you would never learn within your community.  You’re able 
to meet people with different stories then yours. 
 
 

Wendy Lau 

School 
Bronx High School of Science 

Favorite Book/Movie/TV show 
Tuesday's With Morrie/ N/A /Friends 

Favorite family/cultural tradition   

Getting red envelopes and eating nine dishes together in a table with whole 
family on Chinese New Year. 

I'm most excited about YouthBridge because... 
There are a lot of people with different cultural backgrounds who feel just 
the same as me about trying to meet new people and promoting equality. 
This is exciting because I've never been with such a diverse group of 
people, whom who are all very open minded, understanding, and feels the same way as me. 



Who is your greatest role model, and how is that person a leader? 
My greatest role model would be my sister because throughout my childhood, my sister guided me a lot 
on my education and my ethics. She would tutor me topics that I didn't learn in school, and she also 
guided me to learn to be caring, respectful and not be selfish. Born in a family with parents who did not 
attend college and thus worked frequently, my sister was someone who I can rely on other than my mom 
when she was working and was always a very supportive person to me, representing a leader. 

The best thing about NYC's diversity 
Many are very accepting about every person's culture and identity. 


